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TO HIS 

' 4 

Much Honoured Friend 
JOHN DRrDEN Efq. 

SIR, 

THE Value I have 
ever bad for your 
Writings, makes 
me impatient to perufe ail 
Treatises that are crown'd 
with your Name 5 where- 
of, tnc laft that fell into 
my Hands, was your Re- 

A 3 Ugh 



The Epiftle 

ligio Laid $ which cxprcf. 
&s as well your great Judg. 
merit in, as Value for Rcfj. 
gion ; a thing too rarely 
tound in this Age among 
Gentlemen of your Parts, 
and, I am confident, (widj 
the Blefting of God upon 
your Endeavours^ not tm. 
likely to prove of great 
Advantage to the Public! • 

fince, as Mr. Herbert well 

obferves, 

A Verfe may find bhnpk 
a Sermon flies, 

And turn. Delight inlQ& 
Sacrifice. 



Wc read in Ancient 
jmes, : before the Inftku- 

j0 n of >Mvtal : sPbikfipby 
yt Socrates, iint Poets in' 
reneral were, to the People 
jn {lead of their Stated: 
frit, (torn whom they . «- 
ceived their J>ivmty y and 
Opinion concerning the 
Gods > as, who, and how, 
to be worshipped, how 
pleafed and pacified, by 
what Prayers and Ceremo- 
nies, together with fuch 
Rites and Ceremonies as 
were the Dionyfiaca, Cybe~ 
Haca, IfiacayEleufimaca^md 

A 4 the 
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the like, Inftituted by Or- 
theus. All which were 
built upon this Ground, 
That there could be no 
true Poet but mart be Di. 
vindy irrfpired $ and if DJ. 
vinely incited, then cer* 
tainly to be believed. This 
we find largely diluted 
and aderted even by Phi- 
lofopbers of beft Account 

in thok Days. But the 
two main Arguments in- 
duced them to that Belief, 
were 5 Firft, That extraor- 
dinary Motion of Mind 
wherewith all good Poets 

in 



r Judicatory. 

jn all Ages have been pot 
fefled and agitated : And, 
kconctty, The Teftimony of 
poets them{elves,whopro- 
fcfling themfelves Infpired, 
have made particular Rela- 
tions of ftrange Vifions, 
Raptures, and Apparitions . 
to that purpofe : So that 
as the Beginning, Growth; 
and Confirmation of Ido-. 
latry may be afcribed (as, 
by many.it is) to Poetsjmd* 
their Authority 5 fo alfo to> 
fuppofed Entbufiafms andi 
lnfpirations, urxMV which > 

that Authority was chiefly, 
A 5 ground*- 
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grounded. Hence it is 
that many Ancient Au- 
thors, as Arifiotle % Strabo x 

and others* affirm, That 
Poetry ( in matter of Wru 
ting and Comfo/ilion) was 
in ufe lone before Prof?:. 
which might feem ftrange, 
if not incredible, did we 
judge by the Difpofition 
of later Times 5 but of 

thofc Entbufiajlick Times, 

not le(s probable, than 
certain, as our Learned 
Cafaubon well obferves. 
And this 1 thought fitting 
t& premife., in Anfwer to. 

that 



Dedicatory; 

that Obection which youc 
Modefty is fo apprehen- 
sive of, viz,: That being 
a Laicki you interpofe in 
Sacred Matters. 

iRapin (in his Reflexi- 
ons) Jpeaking of thenecef- 
fary Qualities belonging 
to a Poet, tells us, He mxfl 
heme a Genius extaordina-r 
ry, great Natural Gifts,, a 
Wit ]uft, fruitful, piercings 
fJiJ, and univtrfali anVn- 
derjlaudihg (Ivan and' dit- 
jlinft j an Imagination neat 
<£nd f leaf ant $ an. Elevation • 



TfoEplflfc 

of Soid t that depends not 
only on Aft or Study, but k 
purely d Gift of Heaven, 
which ftmf be faftained by a 
lively Senfe and Vivacity • 
Judgment, to confider wifely 
of Things 5 and Vivacity, 
for the beautiful Expreffion 
of them, 1&c. Now this 
Character is fo juftly yours, 

as I cannot but think that 
he dcfcribed what a great 
Poet ftiould be, by hearing 
what you were $' .and the 
rather, fince I have been 
informed by fome Englifk 
of his Acquaintance, That 

Mon- 



Victicatory. 
tfcnfieur Rapin was ftudi- 

oiis in our Language, on- 
v fbt your fake: Nor 
vould his Pains be loft. 

Tis a Qucftion not ca- 
fjly to be decided , Whe- 
ther you have been more 
fcrviceablc to the Peace of 
the State in your Abfoiom 
tnd Aekitophel, or to the 
Church in your Religio 
laid, or to the Nobility 
and Gentry in the innocent 
.Recreation of yout Plays ? 
A Country - Retirement > 
like that of Ovid's, to one 

that 



The Epm ' m 
that has led the Spring 
of his Age, and Vigo^ 
of his Youth,, among thd 
Noife and Plcafures of t^ 
Town,is certainly a Tranf. 
formation no Ids drfa- 
grecable, than that which 
the Poets feign of Afc^ 
or Sabred Writ of the At 
fyrian Mpn.ircb % who gra- 
zed with the Beafts of the 
Field 5 and to abandon a 
Covent -Garden Society for 
tl^e Iofipid Dull Convcrfc 
of a . Country Village, 
( whcce...thc ^Nomination 
of New Healths is the 

hcighth 
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Vtcfictt&r,}* ' 

icightb of their Inventi- 
on) would render a JV*/ 
life to be no k(s than a 
ivil Death, were k not 
or Mr. Dryderis Writings,, 
vhich keep us. dill alive, 
|#d, by amoft Natural 
(leprefentation of tlie Hu- 
mours of die Town,make 
us Hatter and fanfie our 
(elves ( like the Enjoyment 
of a Lover s Dream) to be 
foil there. 

v. 

But I /hall wave thefe 
Acknowledgments to you, 
is things too .general to 

be 
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be engrofled by me al< 
And will now fpcnd t. 
Remainder of this EM 
in informing you of t[ 
Oecafion of my troubling 
you with this unall Piece { 
which I Entitle by tli 
Name of Relfcio Laid 
from a Treatife of thi 

Lord Herbert of CberbwUi 
fo called 5 whofe Notion^ 
I have often made ufe of, 
and grounded the Chief 
of my Difcourfe upon his 

Five Catholiek. or Vniver- 
fat Principles : Wherein 

my only Aim is, to afe 



an. 



r Judicatory. 

U VniverfaJ DoBrine, (uch 
as no ways oppofcth the 
Jtdigjon Eftablilhed a- 
piong us, and which mxj 
tend both to the Pro- 
pagation of Venue, and 
Extirpation of Vice, a* 
well as to the Reconcilia- 
tion oi thofe Dlffenun 
now in England* who have 
of late fo difturbed the 
Quiet of this Realm, and 
who , under the Pretence 
of Religion, would ex- 
clude all Governours but 
tbemfelves. For, as a late 

Author 
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Aatbor well obfcrves, Era 
tjLiOpinh* makffs. a Setl^ 
ever/SeSl,. a Faction ± ani 
emery Faftm ( when it it 
obit) a JPar: and every 
fuck Ifar is the Caufe of 
God jy and tht.vQaaftytf 
Gcd can never * Ar profecu- 
ted. with too much Violent'. 
So. thai all Sobriety, » 
l&kf&armnepi, and to be 
Obedient to Government, 
Carnal Compliance, Which 

ajre the Opinions of thofe 
that would rob Cafar of 
bis Due y as well as re- 
move 



.: 
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jDOve the Peoples ancient 
landmarks* 

But for my part, as in 
Civil Politicks, I would 
not, in this fo Ancient 
and fo Lineal Si Monarchy > 
abandon the Beams of (o 
fair a Sun y for the dread- 
ful Expectation of a di- 
vided Company of Star s $ 
(o neither, in Ecclefiafticks* 
do I covet to be without 
the Tale of the Church: 
fince, though I will not 
Dogmatically affirm, (as 

fome 
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feme do ) That Epifap em 

cy is Jure Diviuo^ y% 
( with the Lord Bacon ) \ 
&Y, and think ex Anin^ 
That it is the ncarcft to 
Apcfiolical Truth, and the 
moft coherent wi$h Ak 
narchy: Wherein, Iknov, 
jovl will not differ from 
me. 

And therefore, S/r, at 
this time, when the Name 
of Chrift is made ufe of 
to palliate (o great Vil- 
lanies and Treafons, un- 
der 



I Dedicatory. 

jer the Pretext of God's 
Ctufe, againft both King 
and Government, I thought 
] could do no Ids than 
(hatch up all Weapons that 
might defend the Public^, 
and hope I have not 
lighted upon, one with a 
doable Edge. 

I have endeavoured 
that my Dricourfe (hould 
be onely a Continuance 
of yours j and that, as 
ou taught Men how co 
fe/rez*, fb I might in- 

ftrudt 
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(tract them how to Li* 
For, as Dr. Bonne well 
obferyes, Though Chrifii. 
anity is the Fort or CitadA 
yet Vertue and Mar*/ /& 
»i^ arc its Few and 
Out-works* whereby alone 
it is teneable, Wherefore, 
I defigned this Treatifc i 
mine to be onely an Ad- 
dition; or rather the Con- 
fequence of yours ; encou- 
raging Men to Live up 
to the Vertue of that Do- 
Urine you teach. Which, 
-with your Pardon for the 
.,; prcfent, 



* Dedicatory. 

prefent, and Fricndfliip for 
the future, is the higheft 
Ambition of, 



SIR, 



Tour moft Faithful Friend, 
and Servant, 



G B. 
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The Occofion <f this Treat ifi. 

T I Hire is not any Medi- 
tation hath given me 
greater trouble % than 
when I think, That a 
Do&rine fo ncceflary, as the 
Knowledge of God, with the . 
true Way to ferve and worftrip 
him, together with the Means 
to attain everlafting Salvation, 
Ihould be fo variously deliver'd 
and taught in divers. Ages and 
Countries; as alfo urged in fuch 
perplext and difficult terms; 
(which by the many Volumes 

B of 
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of thif Argument, in feveral 
Languages, may appear t)4ni 
after all this, yet to. find it pre. 
lented to. me wider roctt .terri- 
ble Menaces and Execrations, 
as if, among the man} Church- 
win the World, I did not ad- 
here to the right, (which each 
claimed to. be theirs) I couJd 
not juftly hope for (alvationi; 
but, on the contrary, expeft o- 
tcrnal Torture, without any 
prolpeft of R«lic£ • 

Being therefore in thia doubt- 
ful and dangerous condition, I 
did at lad conclude with my 
felf,that one of thefe two things 
was to be done : 

Metbtls tfEMfttity into Re» 

ligitn. 
Ftrfi t Tbat(notwithftanding 
the Affronts and Threats where- 
with 
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with the Prieft* on every Tide 
would deter us from all other 
Religion*, as well as Invitati- 
ons, Promues, and comfortible 
Do&rines, by which they 
would draw us to their own, in 
my particular Church,)! was 
bound, /either to ftudy with ah 
impartial mind, not only all 
the ieveral; Religions ; but like- 
wife the Controverncs amongft 
them in divers Ages, Langua- 
ges and Countries. And for this 
purpofe, not only to acquire 
the Tongues ufed heretofore, 
or at this prdent time through- 
out the Univerfe: But alio to 
read the fcvcral Authors that 
iuve written upon theft Argue 
meats; and together with them 
to confer thole Learned men, 
who (though they had hot pub- 
lifted any thing in writing) 

B x, might 
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might vet be no lcfs able to edi. 
fie me, than the former. Or, 

Secondly, To fix, upon fome* 
Fundamental Articles agreed 
upon by all that I could meet 
with , and confider afterwards 
how far they might conduce to 
my lalvation. 

The former of thefe two I 
foon perceiv'd to be impoflible; 
for, whofe private Affairs at 
home, or publick Duty to his 
Native Country , will permit 
him to take fuch Journics to all 
the Quarters of the World? 
WhofeEftate or Revenue will 
rurnifli him with Money for fa 
long and great an Undertaking ? 
Or whofe Conftitution is of that 
ftrength and ability, that, were 
he to efcape all the Dangers he 
muft inevitably meet with, 
could yet undergo fo immenfe a 

travel 
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travel and labour t Whofe Me* 
mory could either contain all 
the Works of the levcral Lan- 
guages and Religions; or Judg- 
ment decide the different Opi- 
nions and Faiths pretended un- 
der the Authority of fo many 
great Churches ? which courfe 
yet uolefi .he purftied to the 
end, he could not with Ju- 
stice fay he had performed his 
Duty. For fince the determin- 
ing finally of any matter ottm- 
, nortasce, where Parties are-not 
heard on all fides, is not only 
againft common Reafon , but 
contrary even to the ordinary 
pra&ice of Juftice.in all other 
cafes j he muft think himfel^ in 
that the mod important and fe- 
rious bufinefs that can . befall 
Mankind, obliged to make as 
particular and exalt a fearch 

B 3 and 



and examination of ReGgioQt 
as is pofiible. 

Bat here we will fuppat, 
that after diligent Enquiry,^ 
might learn what was tat^htia 
this or that Country, flocfe 
Tome general Notions ; (though 
no where foflfciently, according 
.to all the Tenents, Riies> ant 
Ceremonies taught or pradifed 

amongft them,) yet how could 
the knowledge ol any one Re 
ligion alone give him fttis&cU 
on, efpecially when he Ibould 

and ^ contrcysrtcd * n *W 

•other Country f and whereas 
able men, at lead in all other 
points of Learning > might in 
great numbers be tound ? Shall 
he,i>ecaufe his-Birth or Afftdj. 
on endines him to one Country 
or Religion more than another, 
id fa&ioufly embrace it, as to 

thiAt 



think oo other to be good or 
acceptable to God, where men 
do- the beft they can to fervc 
hiniJind Yivd well? Muft he 
irre^pge all other Religions as 
trfoneous and falie , wheq as 
yet he hath not heard what 
they can alledge for the jufti- 
fying of their Faith ? No ; but 
too toonnunr are gtiilty of this 
Partiality; for that* ui we >*-. 

ceive a Spirit of Judgment to 
difitrn the right way % every way 
is thought tt> be wrongs but that 
which we art brought up in • 

And pious Education doth the 
fame in this latter Age $ which 
Miracles did formerly ; as the 
Learned Gregory well obferves. 
Howbeit, becaufe fome thing 
here mud be attempted, left 
we fliould feem wholly to for* 
fake our fel ves, I did in my par- 

B 4 ticular. 
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the heart to believe it. Nei- 
ther did their Ancient or al- 
. 010ft univcrfally taught Religi- 
on (being Ethnkk and Pjga») 
any way affeft me there, or in 
a ny Country clfe : fincc being 
n ovv intermitted, and difconti- 
nued for many Ages, I could 
not but think it built in great 
)art upon weak and uncertain 
.Viflciplcs, more eipeciully in 
thofc Points, which are now . 
wholly antiquated* and abolifli- 

cd. 
From hence therefore I cart 

nine Eye upon Italy ; as. the 

Country wherein, not only 

all the Ancient Learning of the 

Greeks, but alfo of the Romans* , 

was carefully preferved aod 

taught ; But as- here again J 

Jbund almofl all they produced i 

jn point of Religion to be con- * 

B 5 , trovQri^- 






to fit tigi$ Later. 

m 

trovcrtcd among other Nations 
in Europe, with mucbacrimonie 
and Bitter ncfs; and that bcfidct 
among the fc veral Oj i lions and 
Sc&s the fubfequent times have 
brought forth, the latter for 
the mod part have diflente^ 
more from theflf than the for* 
mtr ; infomuch that die /W 
* tan hath departed tnore front 
them than the TrottftAnt, and 
the Priteflant than the Lutbe* 
ran ; f could nor fo fafely rely 
upon them, as not to enquire, 
why the Tenents of the Cburck 
of /tow are fo much deferted/j 
But as here again I found ray] 
felf in tangled in Controverfics, 
I thought fit to make a paufe 
before I engaged mv felt toot 
far in thole Tumultuous and 
uncharitable Difputes. And the 
mther, becaufe I found that 
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even the knowledge of the dif- 
ferent ScOs of Chrittian Reli- 
gion alone, took up more time 
ia the ftudy of them than I 
could poflibly hope to obtain, 
altho' I fliould live beyond the 
ordinary age of man; fo that 
whereas I thought my felf ob- 
liged for the difcharge , of my 
Confidence to ftudy not only 
ill Religions . that have been 
or are in the World* I found 
the Romamifb Religion in its 
divers Se&s alone of greater 
Inrricacie, than that I could, by 
any Reafon or Authority dif- 
folve or unty the many Scru- 
pies or Knots in them: fince 
flying fomtimes from Reafon to 
Faitby and then again from 
hitb to Reafnt with a fingukr 
agility in both, I found my 
(3f unable to foUow. them: in 

any 
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a«iy one certain way. I confcfs 
ttoc.ifthey had aciliercd fingly 

' to either *fjthdfe two. nothing 
*ou \\ • have! j feanrialized me- 
fine* that .which was delivered 
upoo Rcj/p* 4 I fliould have ex 
ainined, and finally acceptei 
Upott the- fame gnounli .• and as 
we^l] IhtHild I Jiave believed 
thofe Pointy of fti/6, which 
were delivered .me upon the 
Reverend Authority of the 
Church ;. . especially t when it 
could have been proved, that 
any former Cbutch or Conqrt* 
fptio* had under their hands and 
Seals, or. in any other Authen 
tick manner fubfcribed, as eye- 
Witnefles to that they -confign'd 
unto Pofterity, and not as 

. Hearers only ; it being of great 

apment in the affirmation of 
ings. part, to fet down what 

'they 
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they knew certainly, and to* 
come afterwaraVto what was 
joldthem by others, which 
'they again hadTrem others, and 
fa perhaps from manydefcents ; 
efpccially, if-fuch things were 
related/ as neither they from 
whom rite)? heard it, nor in- 
deed {fey mortal man by Na- 
tural Means could know. Nei--' 
t&er would it be fufficient to 
fay,- that their Knowledge was 
Syernaturil 'or Divine, fince as 
that is more than could be 
known in following times, fa, 
when it were granted, it would 
inferr littler : * to mit, , fat -tfeat 
which 1 would Iftlkvt withr 
eat it.- For if any under tfte 
'name of a fripbet mould bid 
jmedo * Sin; or be Impenitent 
'forSittf dbrte.'I-mduWM' & 
, fejre hlmi thought pretended 
•• * a., 
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a thoufand Revelations for it.-! 
And on the other fide, if he bid 
me be Vertuous and Penitent, 
though he had not any fliadow 
of Rcvelatiim for it, I ftiould 
give entire Credit to him. 

The Validity ef Revelation 
proved by its Dotfrike. 

'" That therefore the Certainty 
of that Doctrine, which is called 
Revealed, or the word of God 
in any Age or Country, comes 
not to me (imply either from 
the Authority of him that laid 
the holy Spirit did fo dictate 
the word to him,: No, nor 
from the Authority of them 
that believed it: (how many or 

geat foever:) but from the 
oodneft of the Doctrine it felf; 
without which, I mould believe 
tut 
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but little in any extraordinary 
kind. Every man, in what Age 
i or Country, that tcacheth good- 
,nefs, fpeaks the word of God 
to me ; and if the Contrary, 
be (hall never make me believe, 
he knoweth God, or heard him 
fpeak fo much as one fy liable, 
much Iefc that he is fo familiar 
with God, as to know him by 
his Voice. 

■ 

Four fever at kinds of Revelations. 

The Learned Toft at us menti- 
ons four feveral ways whereby 
God is faid to have made Re- 
velations in former tipies § as 
for Example: Firft, when God 
and his Angels affumed a via- 
ble ftiape, as when he appeared 
to Gideon, Judg. 6. and to Ma- 
mb and his Wife, Judg. 13. Se- 
condly, 



1 
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ctnJly, When he was not ften, 
but only heard, as tfrnnk 7. and 
when h? Called Samuel^ 1 Sam.u 
Thirdly, When he wrought on- 
ly upon the Imaginations of 
• men , fleeping or waking ; a* 
when God told Ahimelech in a 
Dream, that he was a dead man, 
. for taking away another mans 
Wife, Geu. 10. Fourthly^ and 
hjily, When God raifcth the Un- 
derlhnding • to know thofc 
things which otherwife he 
could not know , either by a 
kind of Extatie, or without; 
and of this kind was Paufs rap- 
ture into the third, Heavens-', 

at whidi time it may be doubt- 
ful whether the Soul remained 
in the Body or no. 

Having thus now recited hi> 
feveral kinds of Revelations, it 
Will be ncceflary in the next 

place 
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place to enquire, whether there 
might not be Fallacies in all 
thefe ways? And when there 
was no Fallacy, whether their 
Proof wa> not only by Tingle 
Witnefles? The Toptjh derate 
( in fuch a cafe ) will tell us, 
That we muft believe reverent- 
ly of things delivered to tw in 
Holy Writ, for that they have 
neither Errour nor Fraud in 
them: And if that does not (a- 
tisfie you , they will then tell, 
you., you. rnuft come to them 
for a further Artfwer : Not 
considering, that if the Gentiles 
lhould require the fame credit 
to be given to their Revclati* 
ens upon their own fingle Te- 
ftimony, how we (hould do to 
(hake them ofT: the fame Rea- 
fon lying for us to believe the 
one,, as the other, both equally 
depending on Faith. 4 
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A Dialogue concerning Revel*. 

tipHSi 

therefore in the firft* the*, / 
jbonlddenufudi** Raft mat W 
Judicial way i how I could be j/. 
Jure J, that the P/iefts £&</ r c . 
. Mori 4 Revetatafe and what 
>, j mix- /Ar ****+ fte* i ] *^ *U 
nir thereof t In Anjwehto »bicb t 
- /conceive the Prkfts bouldtcQ 
me; That lAkla ought not fa- 
ther to enquire into fech Myftc* 
rics than lecomCS ihtm % that f 
this thei* Revelation were n$t 
accepted as an unqueftionable and 
necejfary Truth, there could be n$ 
caufe thereof^ but an obdurate 
heart, and want of Divine Graa 
in me; that if the Sacerdotal' 
word might not be taken concern- 
ing the Truth of the /aid Reve- 
lation, 



* 
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lation, there was no other way to 
inform me thereof: It bet** (Sods 
manner to /peak to bis beloved 
Servant s t and not to fuck grofs 
Sinners as I was; and to be 
brief, that if I did not give en- 
tire erode to this Revelation of 
theirs > it was for want of Faith : 
And therefore j that no letter 
eosmftl eonid Jo given m^i than 
to pray that aU <ifirn&io*t 
mig ht ## fa ton away 9 astet tu* 
fleadefmy heart of ftone, that 
I might receive *# heart *f fiefh,, 
fiich as sxy le capable' of this 
heavenly Illumination. Final- 
ly, They would reply nothing con* 
ceming the time or manner of 
• their- Revelation, but only in ge- 
neral fay^ that the Place was 
God's holy Temple, where none 
could be partakers of the Word 
of God , but fuch only- as were 

his 
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his near Servants, and did or \ 
dinar ily take their reft m$d jku 
there ift. • 

Ww ta thh I fhonld Anfwer^ 
That if I might not . know the 
time and manner, when and bow 
this their Revelation was made, 
I would yet godly he informed, 
vbatLwQXagtwaSMfed betwixt 
them* and- whether the words 
were of God's immediate inven- 
tion, or that there were only cer^ 
tain Notes and Chara&ers /* 
ufe Betwixt tbew+ whereby they} 
underfiood one another ? Or *• 
therwife, if they had. not a par* 
ticular Language hetwixt them, 
which was intelligible ; whether 
God Jpake the ordinary Lan- 
guage of that Country , and in . 
what Tone ; whether the fame 
were lowder than Thunder, or 
only the ordinary heighth, or 

whether 
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hither lower yet, byfome clofe 
l/ecret expreffion, Jomewhat 
[fs than a whifper ? To which 
believe the Priefts would Re- 
ly, That if a King or Princi- 
ij Magiftrate did fend mt a 
ieflage or Command by forrle 
t of his known Officers, / 

) U ld not then prefume to m^ke 
f thefe Quefhons, they being 
)t only uncivil, but alfo imper-. 
tent and derogatory to the Su* 
reme Authority, and there- 
re that they who were known 
inifters of "God, did, without gi- 
ing further account \ require Obe- 
we from me in his Name. But 
vtvoithftanding all this, IJbould 
v ! ; take the boldnefs to ask 
vm, (J*ppofi$9g they heard fuch 
uds) how jet they could know 
ut God /fake them, and whe- 
ther they were fo familiar with 

the 
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the per/on of that God, as u 

know him by his Voice, and Ji. 

fttngMiJh him from aB others t 

How they could affltre tbemfehet 

firmly that it was no infcriour 

Spirit that gave them, this Revc 

btion, there being Spirits of both 

forts % both good and bad. which 

ufe to deliver Oracles and Reve- 

latioro, according to tbeVk&r'mt 

of the Manichees, who founded 

their Opinions upon that f entente. 

viz. that the Devil is the God of 

. this world, fiut again . fuppo* 

fing it was a good Spirit that 

fpokc> whether Camilius, or bis 

Boy who waited on him in the 

Temple, did hear or underfiani 

the Voice as well as himfelf} 

Here I know the Priefts Anfwer 

would he, That neither himfelf % 

nor any elfe could come to the 

knowledge of God's WiU t but 

h 
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their means and conveyance: 
dfor the reft wopld again re* 
re my Obedience , on Peril 'of 
beiugtondemdd as an Infidel ;. 
inking by thefe words at leift 
overawe me. 

But this would lefofar from 
rifying me, that it would but 
into my head mare Scruples t 
erning the Truth cf their 
'elation* when purfuing my 
, I Jhould gladly demand of 
, how yet I could be affured % 
«/ in the repeating oftbiuheir 
acle or Revelation, they had 
ited no part thereof through 
ftfulnefs i or added any thing 
it by a Paraphrafe, or Ex- 

tion ; And. briefly, whether 
hing were interleaved or 

edthertin i 

e Priefts would hereajfu* 
Ihf reply > That it was but a 
^^__ pro* 
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pro plane part in me to doubt any 

thing were either added to, or ta* 

ken from the Divine Revelation, 

much lefs any thing mixed or in* 

terwoven with it : and that the 

fame God> who gave thein this 

Revelation, did and would pre* 

ferve it entire in their memory ; 

for further proof whereof 9 they 

were ready t& Jet it down, an J 

Jfgn it under their Hands and 

Seals, that fo it might be tranfi 

mitted to Pofferity, as an Au- 

thentick Record : To which alfa 

the Amanuenfes or Coppiers of 

it might repair to correft all 

that fhould be depraved, either 

by their carelefnefs, or wilful 

perverfion of the Senfe thereof, 

that fo their Errors might af 

'terwards be r edified t attejtedani 

fubferibed by fufficient Witnef 

fes, as agreeing with the Origi- 

na! : 
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nal ; there being no other Means 
fo good to ascertain us Laicks, 
that nothing therein was counter* 
feitj &c Which Method (/ con- 
fefs) if it had teen ufed in all 
Ages and Countries where Re* 
veJations are [aid to have been 
wade in private to Priefts, would 
have been much approved \ fince 
Copies of Copies, through many 
OeJcentSy may be fubjelt to many 
Corruptions , e/pecially among 
thofe who would draw all things 
to their own Intereft ; which 
wight as well have become theje 
Utter Times , as the former ; fince 
our Modern Priefts {for the mofi 
fart) turn Religion into Faftion, 
firiving to render aO others of 
different Perfwafions {though in 
the leaft matters) odious. Which 
Bitternefs of Spirit we find not 
evidently remarked among the 

C Heathen 
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Heathen Pricrt*; fo that ho* 
Ignorant and Falle foever they 
were, yet are they not recorded 
to have been Incendiaries, and 
Perfecutors of one another even 
unto Death, for Religion and 
Confciencc fake : No> they had 
no fucb hellilh Contrivances as 
the Parifian W Hibernian Maf. 
facres ; nofuch Inflruments of the 
Devil, as Ravilliac, Clement,**/ 
the Prieft that poyfond our Eng. 
life Monarch in the Eucharitt; 
no fuch Traiterous Confpiracies 
as the Powder-plot; Nor dil 
they ufe to convert one another 
to their Opinions by Fire and Fa- 
got, and Rolling Kings alhc> 
*/x the Spaniards did in the In. 
dies. He that compares but the 
Behaviour of thofe of the Re/igi- 
ous among the Heathens, with the 
Carriage of cur Popifh Bi/hops 

here 
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kre in England before the Refor- 
mation, as related by our own 
Chriftian Writers, would take the \ 
Heathen Priefts for much the 
letter Chriftians of the two. 

So that , notwithftanding all 
this, IJhould not give the Priefts 
*i*rfi 9 but at leafi teU them, I 
could have wifhed they bad pro* 
ere Jed more clearly with me ifince 
the more they debafedmy Vndcr* 
ftanding in Divine Myftcries, 
the more was /obliged to ft and to 
my Common Reafon, until they 
bad made all things tn an if eft or 
intelligible to me, without going 
about to convince me of Infideli- 
ty, becaufe I believed not more 
than I underftood • or when a 
further Belief were required > I 
hoped they would not charge me to 
helieve it any otherw/fe than as a 
thing fofible, or at mojl but like- 

C z ly 7 
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lj 9 ffnce this was all I could d* 9 
when God had given me no fuffi. 
cient Revelation for the confirm- 
ing if theirs. And to affirm it a 

good Plea in the Court ^Hea- 
ven, to fay 9 That a Man began at 
the Faith that was taught in his 
Native Country ; Who might net 
then excufe himfelffor adhering 
to the grotfeft Superftitiorf that 
can be imagined in any Age er 
Country whatever, where no lefs 
Efieem and Veneration was given 
pubfickly to their Sacerdotal Col- 
lege, than is now paid to the pre- 
fent Church of Rome in Italy 
and Spain. Finally, therefore, / 
fibula ask them, How any Prieft 
could aj/ure and fatisfie my Con* 
fa erne, that the Revelation made 
to him did Jo concern me, that I 
muff embrace it as an undoubted 
Axiom, or Truth ? To which (/ 

am 
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am confident) they would anfwer y 
as formerly 9 That they ha J dis- 
charged their Duty in delivering 
Gods Word, and that I ought to 
take heed left I be feverclj pu- 
rified for want *f Faith, and fo 
leave me, after having with much 
gravity exprejfed their forrow 
f$r my incorrigible ftubborn 
Heart, &c 

But, noewithftanding all this, 
I do not yet deny, but that/fe- 
velations may be made to Men 
either fleeting or waking; but 
where, I iuppofe, (as we find in 
Holy Writ) earned Prayers have 
been made before-hand , and 
fome pnhlick and miraculous Con- 
firmation of the thing revealed 
hath followed. However, un- 
kfs the thing in it felf be right 
good and boneftyl fhould not con- 
ceive it was God that fpake, but 

C 3 fome 
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fome Evil Spirit that would de- 
ceive me ; it having pfcafcd 
God fo to implint the Love of 
Goodnefs and Truth in the Soul, 
that he hath made them a part 
of 'Common Reafon, and.confpt. 
cuousby their own Light; from 
which therefore if we recede, 
we ihall find our fefares caft not 
onely into much Errour and 
Darknefs,but even m the Court 
of our own ConJ&enceramutul 
and condemned : For which 
Caufe alio I believe God is (o 
fpsring in making publick Jtc- 
Ittions, becauie if Men did 
wholly truft to them, it might 
be a means of making them 
aegfcft their proper Duties. It 
would he (as the Learned Grego- 
ry in 'his Poftbuma obferves) a 
Stumbting-hlock to the Gentiles, 

when they found it read i» Ofca, 

that 
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that Cod commanded a Prophet 
to commit Adultery : and in Exo 
dus, that be tau$t bis own Pec* 
; tie bow *to cozen the Egyptians .• 
ffyw could fhey believe (faith he) 
that there was no God like the 
God of the Hebrews, when they 
poula find in the Scriptures f 
that even this God bad alfo a 
Right-hand and a Son ? Or that 
if be bad been Jo much better 
than tbofe of the Heathen, was 
it likely that Mr on bis am High 
fridk, would have preferred their 
Apis or Egyptian Calf before 
him ? But the Reafon of all this 
is, becaufe to unenligbtned Na- 
ture thefe Parages might fern 
inconfiftent with the Attributes 
of the Deuf Optimus Maximus ; 
and for that (as our aforefaid 
Learned Author well notes) 
all ways of Religion would feem 

&4, Arange $% 
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ft range, but that we are taught 
betimes to fear : and till we rr 
ceive a Spirit of Judgment to 
difcern the Right way, every Way 
is thought to be Wrong, but that 
which roe are brought up in. And 
thus much for Fublick Revelati. 
ons. 

Of Vtftons and Apparitions* 

Now if any Man fhould fay 
a Vifion appear'd to him J fhould 
believe him as far as it was fit 
to credit a Jingle Witnefs in (o 
rare a Cafe; but certainly I 
fhould not depart from my C**- 
mon Reafou,wh&t(otver he fhould 
pretend to teach upon thofe 
Grounds ; and from Jingle Wit. 
netfes, and no more, the great- 
eft Miracles in all Vulgar Super- 
ftifions. arc moltly derived, as 

would 
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would appear to any one that 
jhould look back from * Age to 
Age, to the Original of allfuch 
wonderful Narrations: Or, if 

more Perfons than one are (aid 
at firft to have concurred in the 
Relation, it ought again to be 
confidered, whether they that 
would eftablifh it did not ac- 
quire much Authority 1 and pro- 
cure many Advantages thereby 
unto themfelves ; and that ei- 
ther of Honour, or Riches, the 
one being as prevalent with the 
Vain-glorious, as the other with 
the Covetous i The Nature of . 
Men being for the mod part, 
prone always to entertain iuch . 
Beliefs as turn to their owai 
Benefit.. 



TejlU- 
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Tcfttmnics Weak. 

Furthermore, in my Opinion 
it is to be obferved, That as it is 
not fcfe to truft abfolutely to 
any jingle or weak Tefihmny in 
Matters of great Confluence; 
to will it be much more dango* 
rous to frame new DtBrintt or 
Conclufions out of them, for di> 
reding of our felyes in the whole 
Count of our Life; fince Err our 
may be thus multiplied without 
end* 

Of Miracles. 

Thefc CcnfiJerationsiSaxx^ott. 
brought me at laft to be more 
fparing in the Belief of Miracw 
Iohs- Narrations, anil efpecially 

for the Buildirig any new Dt- 

&r'm% 




ffrhes upon them; face /m- 
M/frrr, fiich a» ?***« w^ 3k«- 
># , have been feid to do Mir a" 
cles, whole Egyptian Doflrines t 
yet fhould never believe. I 
might fay fomethtog alfo of 
Afollonius Tyanteus and 5/otm 
Magus, who (however they may 
.be believed to have done Mira- 
cles} did yet not teach any Vni- 
vtrftl Doctrine, to which Aflent 
was given. Neither fliall I in- 
fill upon the little Credit given 
heretofore to the feigned Mira- 
cles or Revelations by Pagan 

Triefts among the more Judid- 
•us fort of the Gentiles. 

Wherefore, it is no good Ar- 
gument to (ay, That Jucb a Man 
lid Miracles,** >J 'therefore I le* 
lieve all he faith : Since thofe 
things may feem Miraculous to 

my weak Capacity, which ap-' 

pear 
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pear not fotowifer Men N Ee* 
fides, things may be dope by 
Natural Means,which fome may 
miftake for Miracles and Cm/*. 
rj//M j as all. Books of Chymi* 
flry and Natural Philofopby can 
teftifie : And upon this Vulgar 
Ignorance// is (faith Monpcnr 
Naucfxvs, in his Treatife of ittf. 
. &' c &) tbtt the mojl Ingenious ani 
^Learjiedefi Men in the fVorl4 
bxufbeeu defamed at .Conjurers 
*md Wizards, hecaufe their Ac- 
cufers voter e Fools and Blockheads. 
* Again > by Confederacy % where 
one helps the other to abufe the 
People ; of which kind > Exaqj. 
pies have been frequent, aqd fo 
well known* that I Hull on^t 
troubling my Reader or my 
felf with them in fo fnplla 
Tfcatije. 
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Of Prophecy and Prophets. 

. la like manner mould their 
pretended Prophecies draw me 
as little to an v New kettgUm j 
fince one (hall hardly meet with 
i Prophecy delivered fo dearly 
and fo perfpicuoufly, as to maxk 
out and dtfHnguhn from all o- 
thers any Perfon or Event in 
fybfequent Times. For my part, 
as I could never yet efteemany 
thing to be an undoubted />*- 
fkey, which in the firft place 
was not like, a Pillnre, Cwnere- 
in it is not enough to defcribe 
of Paint one-Member or Part of 
the Face or Body, unlets the Sy~ 
metry and other Parts were to- 
gether reprefented with the out- 
ward Stature, Colour, and Fa- 
ihioQ :) fo hkewifc I fliould not , 

much 
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much regard the Exterior Form 
if his AiHons m ere not repre.' 
fentcd tQ future Times in foch 
manner, a? the Prophecy might 
be like an Jfiftory, wherein it i s 
required that the Time, Pl JC . 
and Manner of all his A&ions 
Ihould be defcribed fo particular. 
Jy, as to diftinguilh the whole 
Courfc of his Life from all . 
rhcrs. And that therefore ma. 
ny of the doubtful and obfeure 
PreAitlions that have been at., 
tributed to divers, who from! 
thence have acquired the Names 
of Prophets^ teem to be little 
more than bold Conje&ures, 
which might in fome Age or 
other take its Events : there be- 
ing nothing, I will not fay, 
likely or poffible , but even «». 
likely, and onely not impofihk 
that in (otafiTimey Place, or Man 
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%tr will not have its Eflcft and 
Fulfilling- Wherefore , if any 
;?Han hath undertaken hereto- 
I fore, or fhall yet in this Age un- 
dertake to Propktfie, upon what 
rain ground foever, yet if he* 
get that Credit among future 
Ages as to be thought a Pro* 
fbetj he will find thofe that 
ihall apply his Words to fome 
Aftion or Event that did or will 
(in all likelihood) follow; 
which Motives made me as 
doubtful of their Prophecies, as. 
of fuch Miracles and Revelati- 
ons I formerly mentioned. 0i- 
fopaus is faid to have put forth 
Books which fpake plainer of 
thrifts than the Prophets of the 
Old Teftament did ; which our 
Learned Criticks have neverthe- 
lefs rejefted as [furious. 

The Hemeniy Bodies had out- 
ward 
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ward Worfbip given them from 
the Excellency of tbcir Nj. 
tures ; but the Heathen Prtitf, 
had their chief Oedit from their 
Prophecies and Pre'MB'tons: who 
contented not themfelves with 
the perfwading the People that 
they had Revelatum y unlet 
they could perfwade them fiir. 
ther, tliat they could foretel 
things to come, and fo acquire \ 
to themfelves the Name of Pn. 
pbets. The manner of Pn$% 
ftio* among the Jews was by 
Dreams t Vfim^ or Prophets; atjd 
Saul's throwing offhisClotha, 
lying naked upon the Ground a 
Day and a Night, and fo Pro- 
phefied, i S*m. 19. and by the 

Witch of EnJtr, to whom Sad 
had recourfe in his Extremities, 
who defired her toraifeup &• 
wet to. him* which Jhe doing, 

Samuel 
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flaw*/ appeared, and told Said 
tf bat (hould follow, 1 5 mt. 18. 
The Z"A» and Tbummim were 
two Precious Stones to called, 
the one Light , and the other 
7/-*flb or Integrity ; the one an 
0«yx or Sardanix, and the other 
an ErnraU; out of the vibrati- 
on of whofe Beauty, Oracles and 
ftitbedes were called and ut- 
jer d : In imitation whereof the 
evil zxAKeBy together deiu- 
old Dr. Dee with their An- 
tlical Stent (as tljcy called is) 
Qwten Elizabeths time ; if you 
ill give Credit to the Record 
hereof, preferved in the famous 
'tttenian Library juid fince pub- 
ifhed in Print by Dr. Caf uubon, 
r arro -faith , That the Ancient 
rkfis of £g)/tf (who were alfo 
[ uelges) wore upon their Necks 
great Enirala, called. Truth, 

Some 
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•Some of the Rabbins attribute 
hoc fo much to the .Stow,* to 
certain Writings under them. 

Judgments made of future 
Events by remarquingtheCeit. 
figurations and Operations of 
the Planets and Stars, as tlfo 
TredtHians made from Natural 
Caufcsy are, without allqueftiot^ 
not onely lawful, but commciv 
e, although of little certain. 
But the cunning Artifii 

e Prieftsy who in Eg/ft were 
ancientry Ajlralagrs, tiled to 
mingle with their Divination, 
Lies of their own Invention, 
whereby they acquired more 
thanbythew7r*/4v. Theworf 

for Divinations in general k 
Mantike, which P/*tt in PJ>*J^ 
derives from Munike, fignifyingj 
furious or ma J. ' 

The difference between P» 

/ten 
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> tl tod thofb that were itt 
jjfaLor frwttt wa» tins * 
: ie prepbets were laid to ran. 
gochJqwn raging aid crying, 
Ihereat- tkc Extatekei appear- 
devoid of Stnfc and Under- 
ing, fceratt little left than 
I, tiM they awaked out of' 
Trfmes+whntin alio ihey 
laioed ib long, that they had 
ie enough to devifc tixat- 
ig wiudr might dtfabVthe 
ipflc By thn kind of /»/*>. 
-r, Mabeaeet did often previa, 
rhen be arofc from bis Fits of 
Mng Skhufs. Alfo from 
Jb farts of Raptures anciM& 
it may be fuppofed die i#fl» 
i Narration of the BfyzSue 
Veldt, and their Separate State 
Seals after Death, together 
ith their maimer of Reward 

td Ptmiflmewt, were*t firft 

devifed, 
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devifed, and then vented to _ 
People. Neither have the Ota 
fttan Times been without i 
Saints, (I mean not the true 
holy ones:) but foroe that 
tending to SanSityJkmc in l_ 
Ecfiajus (whether counterfc 
or not) feigned that the 
(ten Souls in JVvgcNry t wL 

'" inform y< 
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more. 

Neverthelefs,. It is < 
that the Souls of Men. „ _ o 
many more Faculties than whu 
the Reprefentatton of Worldly 
Objects can excite or call up 
and (bmetimes freeing them- 
felves from their ufiial Employ, 
ments, and the Obje&s they 
meet with in this Life, aland tc 
•the Contemplation and even Fi. 
/ton of Divine 0bjc8's % making 
themjelves thus capable: q 

. know- 
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nowing not ondy things pall, 
m thoK that are to come .* to 
r hich kind of Ecfinfie, whether 
<f, parts Raft are into the third 
r e avens may "be referredj leave 
others to judge. Inlikeman- 
we read of divers ftrange 
. . icredible Bcfiafies that have 
Jilned to Men in this kind : as 
not to mention our Modern 
gtt, which fpeak of Indiant 
, m their Trances will difco- 
.„ what Ships are coming to 
jjjeir Ijlands , and from what 
/Vrr/, many Months before 
their Arrival ;) the like hapned 
of old to Pampbilas the Son of 
Vfcfc who (as Plato faith) 
by ten- days in a Trance, and 
afterwards told Wonders. But 
to credit theft things is altoge- 
ther matter of Faith, and not 
of Cmmn Reaftn ; from whence 
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or Ml air 
upon loch 

ports ; especially, when then 
ao Divine Authority like 
Scriptures nr tit* nor 
Atteftatioo, that the P 
was configned unto v m tho£ 
very Words wherein they at 
now extant; and for the reft, 
that they are more obfcurt don 
that an unqueihooable CeRast 
ty may be boik upon then 
But herein I am content to let 
every Man ufe his own Jodg. 
ment, and therefore fhaUqmt 
this Sabjtft with one Obfem-j 
tion, which is, That by reading 
Mitbtr Sbiptws Prtptxcuiwhm 
we are &*ys y we do the better 
relliih NofircJamms when we 
are Ment efpecialfy fince every 
vain-glorious Exfefitwr of foch 
frqbecm looks upon hirafdf 
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is little Ids than a Mi»or-Pr+> 

tbet. 

Now All thefe Points having 
been for a long time debated and 
examined by me, to the beft of 
my Underftanding, I did think 
fit the rather to ftudy and in- 
quire out thofc Common Princi~ 

fles of Relifion I could any 
where meet with; onely before 
I undertook this great Task, I 
thought it not amifs to adviie 
upon -what Grounds the Con- 
troverted Points amongft them 
did move. But, as here I ob- 
ferved nothing but matter of 
Faith t or Belief concerning 
Things paft, questioned in any 
Age or Country ; fo did I the 
more eafily pafs by it, ro come 
to thofe Articles which were 
grounded not onely upon Rea- 
/« and Vniverfal Confent of Re* 
f ligiont, 
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UgiMts, but are (I believe) e* 

tant and operative in the Hearts 

of all Men, which are not pre- 

poticWd and. obftru&ed with 

erroneous DoHrutes, and (I am 

fore) moft deeply engraven in 

mine. Which being done, I 

thought it my Duty to. inquire, 

Whether by an apt Connexion 

of the Parts thereof, I might fix 

fo foHd a Foundation , that \ 

might repofe thereon , as the 

firfrand principal Ground of 

fteJigHiuiVnjbip. 

'.. The ^rf/cto which I propofe, 

are Five in number; and the 

feme which the great Oracle 

and Commander of his Time, 

for Wit, Learning, and Courage, 

t*m Marti qaam Mercarh, 

the Lord Hertert, Baron tfCber 

jury, delivered j and which ( 

am confident) are foCatbt' 
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or V»iv€rfai,thuA\l the Retigi- 
„s that ever were, arc, or (I 
believe) ever flull be, did, do, 
md will embrace them* The 
Articles are thefe. 

the Five Cttboluk §r Vniverfal 
Articles of Religion. 

I. That there is One onely Sn- 
pre me God. 

II. That He chiejh * to be 
W*rfi*pp<d 1 - 

III That Veri*t f Goednefs+nd 
Piety 9 accompanied with 
Faith i* f and Love to 0*4, 
are the Mft. ways of Wor flip- 



ping Him. 

iv: A 



>at we fhquld repent ?f 
but Sins from the bottom of 
onr Hearts 9 and turn to the 
RightWay. 
V. Add laftly,. That there if 

D a 



j O Religio 

A 

a Reward and Ptmijhment 
after this Life. 

Now of each of thefe in par. 
ticular. 

Firft Article \ OfOneGeJ. 

As to the Firft Article : Tho 
divers Godheads or Divine Ng. 
tares were celebrated or wor : 
fliipped in feveral Ages or Coun- 
tries throughout the World, 
yet there is no Agreement or 
Content, but onely concerning 
One Supreme God, under the At- 
tributes of Oftimus and MaxU 
mus ; the one fuppofing his 
Providence, the other his Power, 
in the higheft degree and ex- 
tention .• and bowi thefe toge- 
ther inferring his Wifdom, % 
ftice y Mercy > and the reft. Thui 

the 
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the Heathens bellowed feveral 
Names upon the Deity 9 accord* 
ing to the feveral Farrs of the 
Vnivetfe\ calling him, in the 
Starry Heaven and sEtber^ Ju- 
biter ; in the Air, J*no ; in the 
Windy, ALolus ; in the Sea, Nep- 
tune ; in the Earth and Subter* 
rancous Parts, Pluto • in Learn* 
ing, Knowledge, and Invention, 
Mercury, Minerva, and the Mu* 
(es; in War, Mars; inPieafurc, 
Venus ; in Corn and the Pro- 
duction of Fruits of the Earth, 
Ceres; in Wine; Baccbus ; and 
the like. Under which feveral 
Appellations were signified one- 
ly the various Operations of the 
One Immenje God: which makes 
Minutius well oblerve, That 
Qui Jovem principem volant, faU 
liuttur in nomine Jed de una Pot e- 
iate confent/unt. 

D 2 Second 



S» Re Ugh Laid. 

Second Article * That God is t^ 
Worjhipped. 

« 

As to the Second Article* 
Tho divers other Deities, G§J. 
heads f or Divine Natures > havi 
been celebrated or worshipped 
more or lefi, in fome inferior 
or fubordinate kind ; yet there 
is no Agreement -or Vniverfal 
Confent concerning the Worfhh 
of any other than the Supreme 
Gad ; in whom, Authors gene* 
rally fay, all other Godheads or 
Divine Nat ureses worfhippej. 



, How God is to le 
Worfhipped % 

• i 

Astethe Third Article ; Tho 
dryers Rites, Myfleries, and So- 
<ra\ (asthe Romans call then) 

were 
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l w crc introduced to die Wetfbip 
[of the Supreme <Wj yet that 
here is oo Univer&l Content 
f Agreement concerning them, 
Y jat thae a: pore and untainted 
'Mind* ; (as being confeious iitie 
fedf of no Unworthinefs) toge- 
'ther with a Virtdous and Pious 
Life, (teftified by the Erprefli- 
40$ of Goodnefi and Charity to 
all Men) and accompanied with 
Live, Fditby and Hopeva 6ed t 
were undoubted ways of Set* 
viqg him: fit fur a mente colen- 
Jus. The Ancient Jews and 
Modern Chrifiums have many 
Rites and Ceremonies common 
with the Gentiles ; which is more 
than vulgar Divines do ima- 
gine. Moll of the Jew/Jb Laws 
and Rites were pra&ifed indif- 
ferently among the Heathens, 
or at lead did not much vary 

D j from 
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SAM thelites the sfitignit Sea* 
chefs- into Amifmity well know . 
Taw Ge*t/kt,wtocil as theW 
held the -fwA ibbfanctti ~ 
of Mgfa his DoOrinc, wi 
dittoing , in reach more 
certain patrticuJar Laws, 
prope* for that Country 
any other j as* their not eating 
tSmmt Fkfaanb ntadtiiifc AAi. 
thry Death. If kbaiajftYTbft 
Jthat Precept in the Ztantg* 
• {sgatnft Gati** jtmfggr) was par- 
-ttcriar to the Jem ; h wilt be 
(found a Mift afar : tor that the 
'Fttjittm* and otheir neighbour- 
ing Nations, concurred therein, 
as well as the fern ; as aifo in 
raoft of their other Ctmimmd. 
mttks: Thus Feriari Deo is ac- 
icoontted a kind of keeping a 
Sabbothy (gc. amongft the //**. 
«&*« .• And St. Aufti* (Jik 10. 



\£ i 9 . agaiaft Faiftiu) &ith> 
Xbtc the Gentiles were not Jo 
gfievoufly faffed into the Wor- 
l 3ttpof rilfeQeJsi but that they 
retained the Opinion of Om 
fr*e Ged, . from whom every . 
Nature wbadpever is derived. 
FmaOy , Whatsoever tends to 
Mans Feffe&ion, is eminently 
tad primarily in <W ; But the 
tfttims c£ Pm/idemce, Wjfdm, 
faflfctt Mercy, Love, &c. tend 
tohitfFerfe&km; £/w. Hence 
the Gentiles took their Rife 
from themfelves, as believing, 
that, they were Gods Children, 
and made after his Imagr. 

Fsthb Article^ Of Repentance 
end Sacriftss. 

As U the Fourth Article :. 
Tho Sacrifices for the aboliihiog 

D4 of 
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of Sin of more than one fort, 
as alfo Expiations , L* fir at rows, 
and divers other Rites invented 
by the Sacerdotal Order % were 
tiled for the purging of Men from 
Sin ; yet was there no Vniverfu 
Confent or Agreement concern, 
fng them. But that Repentance 
is a certain Sign of 6ods Spirit 
working in us,and the onely Re- 
medy tor Sid that is declared 
publiekiy to all Mankind, and 
the moft rational way to return 
to Go J and Vertue> is by Univer 
ill Conlent eftabliflied every 
where, without fo much as the 
lead Contradt&ion. Not that 
I think GocFs Juftice can be fa- 
tisfied by meer Repentance, and 
turning to a good Life ; but 
that 9 further Satisfatiion or Re- 
paratierfet our Offences againft 
the Divine Majefly is required. 

Yet 



Yet as. there ■ no Universal 
Agreement concerning the 
Means how this is effected) (it 
being of greater Scrutiny than 
Mans Reafon can attain unto) 
(o 1 (hall in part wave this Di- 
fcourfe; and the rather, for that 
may do not fee why (accord- 
ing to . the ordinary Rules of 
Juliice) God fliould punifli one 
Man for the Sins of another : 
or, to go further, for that Frail- 
ty of our own Nature, which 
without .our Confent was be- 
llowed upon us * To which,, 
give me leave to abtf thefe few 
Remarques. I. Dccifmur fa- 
cie reQi : We have not 
a true Judgment of %£*"* 

ing many uutgsxvil* which m 
themfelvcsare not fa An Hi- 
dory . drawn in a Pi&urc may 
■ T - Df have 

r L . 
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have in it Reprefentations of 
battels, Slaughters, Drunkards, 
Harlots, and Firing of Cities, 
Shipwracks, or the like; and 
yet rhay be as lovely a .Piece of 
Fainting, as if hr reprefented an 
Aflembly of Divines: And fo, 
perhaps, in a Natural Confident 
tion, may be thought an Age 
that produces fuch Aft ions, as 
well as if it brought forth none 
but Examples of Venue, i. We 
denominate Goo J and Evil one. 
ly from our particular lute- 
reft j fo that perhaps ouf Ver- 
tues miy prove bult Falfe Monty % 
pf no iutriufick Value % although 
it bear the Stamp of our Ap> 
probation upon it. 5. A Well- 
being is the primary Appetite 
of Nature in all things; and b 
as we judge any thing more or 
lefs agreeing or contrary there- 



Atijgb Uki. S9 ' 

to, Jo are we more or Ids indjr 
oiog or averfc thereto: where* 
«Ma oar Will, either for or 
tgtinft any thing, to do or for- 
bear toy thing , doth always 
follow our Judgment; which 
Judgment is framed by fcveral 
things, viz. the Temper of our . 
Brain, & ourEducatk>n,together 
with the various Encounters, 
Succeflb , and Experiments in 
the Courfe of our lives : all 
which (it is manifeft) are not in 
our own power, but proceeds 
from the Temper of our Pa- _ 
rents, the Diet, Climate, and 
Cuftoms of our Country, with' 
diwerfity of Occurrents and 
Coojuo&ures of the Times,- 
which are produced with op- '' 
portune. Interventions of. one. 
another,, in a continued Serieso^ 
6»/t Pnmidtmt in the difpejfel: 

* " - ofv 
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of them, tad of faeh IdUt m 
he thereby fets before cm fan. 
fie. T4» apparent that he dart 
thereby lead and gnide aU oar 
Thoughts,Words*ad 

»a mi. any violent Protraft. 
on, but by oar owt I 
Content, either by way of Do. 
iahr/NrascatheleflerEvtl; tad 
ever by Opinion, whether trot 
orerroneoui So that our Con- 
lent not being violated, but led 
on by oar own Choice, we jaft- 
ly become liable to Praifc or 
Blame, and yet are in all oar. 
Wayi under the InfiUhbleCoi 
duct of God.- 4. Aiow*^ 
» a Portion of tbcaVa^of the 
mrbl, (b is our SpMt, which 
guide* and iftsuMfi*"* of the 
Sfirit of oW; whkh atfb, tha 
iwitt-own Nat*re<cfear, yet i 

th* 



ye Clearnefr in m more or 
according to our T em per 
bereinto it lhinet : Tims we 
our fekes of different Fan? 
ies, when we ate Phkgmatkk, 
«• when our Blood is Buck and 
jto&p from what we are when 
dot Blood and Brain is Pore and 
rhin i and accordingly our 
judgment grows more or Ids 
efficacious and rectified j and 
y conJequence the Inclinati- 
ns of our Will better or worfc: 
yet therein no violence is of- 
fer'd us. Spritus im Jtfrfit mm 
\nmet in IdeutiteH , fid r/eem 
ttgeritur t per remvMtimem •<•»• 
tmm t pcut fla mm Sf JedveUci* 
re tra*/it*y pi* ret 4? ffiritUM- 
liar. Net enim emiidje fsSi 
fmmu ex ik que tramfitmwt i»ms: 
\mrmmr (g rentfcimir §mtidie % 
''mum iidem htdkMf htrifmmm .- 

fir 
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0§ personam ptam tra* 
nan fentimns^ tandem portrait 
agnefctmns. Nulla eft axtemr 
mm tran/ftio in not tuft per vi 
Aliments: Omnt Aliment tm f{ 
fpe&n Aliment andi eft confimile 
debiiius : Aliment ant is cor^ 
fnccrefcit nobis in corpns ; font* 
in fpiritu : non tamtn .property 
utrmfoueft nobis ad proportion^ 
, cibi & potus, ant aeris % nifi a noik 
bene fuperantur* alitor etenim ** 
alnnt^ ingefta, fed opprimunt jf 
for tier a font, corrumpnnt ft </$. 
milia, idfue pins minnfve pro gr* 
dm m ntroane: Idioqne quo melkt 
res precedat mult a fieri 
primnm prndens elettio ( 
ratio eornm> qua ingerendafmt; 
& deinceps debita jpratparatk 
per art em, nt nobu Jmiliera $ 
debilma Jfant : ox parte npftti 
ftmcipmm eft exercitinm fa 
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t&sjtd modkam, jmcalorwa* 
talis vigeat. Again, The Al- 
ration of our Judgment from 
tward Occurrences is tlfo of 
eat importance to prefent us 
ith new Ideas , which divert 
; this way or that way, and fo 
to Mifchief or Preservation, 
ct always by our own ele&ion : 
As for example, A Man going 
to London, perhaps finding the 
way dirty, leaves it, and takes 
into a Bie way, whereby he mif. 
fes Thieves^ who were then on 
the Road, although he Inew not 
of them ; or,, perhaps, fights, 
upon another Mfehance in this 
Way, which he had miffed in 
the other: Herei$(MV Conduit 
of him, either to his Good or 
Harm, leading him by that 
Idei of avoiding Dirt, yet with* 
out Compaifton, and by his Frit 

EUftton: 



*4 Jtf^F* Lakh 

EIt8i«m ; wherefore he can _ 
complain but of himfelf : Y«l 
Go/^did undoubtedly from all' 
Eternity both forefce and Jecr (c 
this EJelliqn , with, the Event 
which fliould follow thereon. 
For thus Go J doth ever manage 
us by the Temper of our Btdj % 
With his inoperating Spirit 
therein ; and by meeting us 
from without in fuch Encouo* 
ters and Occurrences as will 
infallibly carry us by our owa 
Choice into fuch things as from 
all Etesaity he had ordained 
$. Some will here, objed, That 
if God gives us to will or to re* 
fife,iM that k were not in our 
own pnur to wiiff or. torefufe^ 
then now could we be praifed or 
puniflied for. ought we</«, or 
negled ro<fr <> To which I «*• 
far, Joit as well as it befak.us 
• •* " ' * for 
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having FUfi and BM: 
r having /&/& and iUW 
:es us fubjeft to much Pain 
__ Plea/we ; and yet this our 
pjy of PUjb and £ W was 
yen us of <?#V, when we had 
„. ( ower to refine it: And if 
«re put our Finger or any Li- 
ving Creature by force into the 
fire, it will fmart and fufler as 
much, as if it had gone in by 
its own defire; for the ground 
its fiformg is not in the- be- 
ing wtfitgy or unwitting but in 
its difagreeablewefs to Fire. And 
when a Man takes into de- 
auched intemperate Courfes, 
e Bills into Difeaies j and whe- 
ther God or hinuelf drive him, 
that is not the Point ,• the true 
Caufe is,'the venomous and op- 
jreflTive Humours which by 
hefe Courfes he puts into his 

Body, 
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are thus to feck, yet the mod 
probable Conjecture of the 

Anima Mmulfs Operation, fe, 
that /er Condenfatmnem & Ri 
refaSionem partes Mmtdi Corp*, 
rem ftmt Spirit us, & fptritmkt 
ftmt corpora, ficeue mterne rem 
agttttar omnia ; OfcamMkroaf. 
mm a Mmtdo trabity vhit M, 
irocofmwi cm* MuaJus « Micro 
co/me trabit, deficit Mierocofim, 

But now to conclude my R& 

marques upon thu 

of *it**> f 0Mrt b Article, of fit 

tact. 

pentance ; give 

leave to offer thefe few Corf 
derations following, which maj 
perhaps not be impertinent * 
the directing of us in this di 
eule Point. FirA That he 
judgeth Man, is his Father, 
doth look on him as a fi 
Creature, obnoxious ta Si 

Secern 
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SeanJlyJhithc generally finds 
Men fin rather out of this Frail- 
ty, thart out of any defire to of- 
{fend his Divide Majefly. TbirJlf^ 
That if Man had been made in- 
wardly prone to fin, and yet 
dedicate of all inward Means 
to return to him again, he had 
been not onely remedilefc in 
himfelf, but more miferable than 
it could be fuppofed an Infinite 
Goodncfs did at firft create, and 
doth dill perpetuate Humane 
kind. Fourthly, That Man can 
do no more on his part, for the 
iatisfyingof Divine Jnftice, than 
to be heartily forry and repent 
him of his Sins, as well as to en- 
Ideavour through his Grace to 
return to the Right way, from 
which through his Tranlgrefli- 
on he had erred: Or if th»s did 
not fuffice for the making of 

his 
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his Peace, that the Supreme G$J 
by infli&ing fomc Temporal 
Puaiflunent in this Life, might 
fatisfie his own Juftice. Fifthly 
and lafily, That if Temporal h 
fiiftunent in this Life were too 
little for the Sin committed] 
he might yet -inflift a greater 
Punifliment hereafter in tin 
other Life, however, without 
giving eternal Damnation to 

thole, who ( if not for the love 
of Goodnefe) yet at lead upog 
fenfe of Punifliment, would not 
(in eternally. Notwithflani 
ing, fince thefe things may 
again be controverted , I fhall 
infift only upon this one uufotr. 
fatty acknowledged Tropofttm, 
viz. That Repentance is the onclj 
known and pub lick Means wbid 
an our part is required for fatif 
fying the Divine Juftice, am 

returning 
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?*r*i*g * the Right may of 
trving Ged. 

Of Reward and Ptmiflment 
after Death, 

As to the Ftftb andlafi Art* 

Of a Future Reward $r P** 

ifbment : Tho concerning the 

lace, Quntity, Qyality, Man- 

, or Duration of Reward or 
ifliment after this life, there 

no univerfal Conlent or A- 

ccment; yet that the Seals 
f Pious, Vertuous, and Good 

en enjoy a better State after 
his- Life, and Vicious Wicked 

en a worle, is univerfally ac- 
knowledged by all Religions, 
hardly any of the Indians ex- 
cepted ; it being congruous to 
Rcafon,and the Notions we have 
of Divine Juftice , that Good 

Men 
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Men (efpecially thofe who wot 
afflicted in this Life) (hould r* 
ceive their Reward hereafter, at 
well as that Wicked Men (who 
were happy here) fhould have in 
the next World condign Punifc 
menr. Which I fay , beaufe 
there is no other Univerfal Role, 
whereby to guide our Bel* 
concerning God's Juftice here- 
after; but that his Puniflimcw 
is proportionable to the Offence 
whilft Reward pafiing all Pro. 
portion is given to us, not oa- 
to according to his acceptation 
of our pious Endeavours am 
Actions, but alfo according to 
the Extent and Latitude ot his 
Infinite Goodnefs and Mercy, 
in Creating, Redeeming, and 
Preferving us. 

Now thefe Five Points im 
be matter of great Joy toil 

MeoJ 
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Men^ fince hereby they may 
.perceive, that the VnherfalPr* 
videuce tf God hath proceeded 
thus far in giving Means for 

Sdvat'um to aS Mankind % and 

therein declared himfolf Commu- 
nis Pater. Neither can 1 ima- 
gine Co much as any one Arti- 
cle more in Cemnm Resfim, that 
could make Man better^ or m$re 
pious, when the aforeiaid Five 
Articles were rightly explicated 
and obferved. 

Merits «W Sat isf a ft ion of others. 

I did perceive indeed divers 
Points added hereunto, which 
gave much eafc and, relaxation 
to Mens Minds.while they were 
taught to trull chiefly to the 
Merits and Satisfaction of ci- 
thers, for the obtaining of their 

E Ever- 
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his fftd Fle&re) tbfe fane, 
tnd refnhateJ others. And 
tbefe Men' I noted to be rather 
ioquifttive (through toe help of 
their Teachers) whether they 
were of the Number of the 
£&#, than ftudiousto workout 
■their Stlvati«* by the good 
peaces above related: So that, 
although their Teachers did in- 
deed exhort them to t GW 
Life and Repe»ta»ce,no Ids than' 
the former, yet as Men derived 
not the next Caufes of their 
Salvation from their own gW 
EnAeavurs or A3i*?s t fo much 
as ' from the Secret CmufeU $ 
Gui i fo they commonly inter*, 
mitted much of their proper 
Duties, as believing either they 
could not fall ffrievoufly, or« 
leift that fiicn Remedies are 
provided for them, as they 



Jionld not finally perifli ; From 
whence one may obfcrvc, that 
pert** bath filtered no imtll 
Detriment thereby. 

Merit h d-d Works. 

NotwirMandirig all which, I 
would not have Men conceive, 
that they could by their Good 
Works merit any thing of God, 
(any more than a SnijeS or 

England doth, of the King, by 
bis forbearing to commit Felo- ' 
wy or Treafotn but that I hope 
Men may afiure themfelves, 
that when really they do the 
belt they can, it were better to 
truft God's Infinite Mercy for the 
acceptance of thole Good Works, 
joyned with Faith. in and Love 
to God, than to draw Conclufi- 
oas of the Certainty of their 

E 3 ' Sat. 



7? &*tiy* Ltiek H 

Salvation f{om thole fecret cad ] 
hidden Cwmfeh of the Grte* G*/, 
which no Turner of A^n cut 
reach unto. 

Remi&imof Sw. 

Moreover, I found others, 
who, though they did not fay 
they <ould tell who were Pre* 
Aeftinattd, but, in (lead thereof, 
recommended CW #Vix, as 
the raoft efle&ual Means on our 
Parts for the coming to God, 
did yet other wife -teach divers 
things, whkh, being not rigid- 
ly underftood, derogated not a 
little from the Severity of Vet- 
tue: For, (as they laid) they had 
Power to remit Sins ; and this 
Remiffien (again) was granted 
upon no very difficult Terms: 
Men did not fear to return to 

" • Sin 
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$i* agaiv wfcea- they fama 
ftrJtnta eafiev . Whiob Abafc, 
i$ tlfo foaie bf tboft above* < 
OjeooOftftipf oonbeure atgief to 
proceed fro« \Mfrm**ffi 4t 
Men to 5», than from theVf)*-' 

trs. I amid enlarge my fcltf . 
much t^on th»!^«ww»*, bar 
that I am mailing to trao£ 
grcfe my Bctuids,emaiUy fince 
I before my fclf fomoeotly ua* 
derftood. Befidec, I Had I cao- 
oot fpeafc more of thefe (event 
QoUrmes, without entring $*> 
' Controverfies, and making uie of 
thole Polemical Weapons ,- ind. 
engaging into fuch a Spiritual 
Warfare^ which as a £<iicl I 
mean, neyer to trouble »my fclf 
with. ' However, I hope f may 
fo far exprefs my fclf, as to Wim ' 
all thoie f «*// .that , conotrn 

E 4 . Pardon 



So RetrgitLaku 

Turitu and Ftqvoenefs tf Sht, 
in any extraordinary way, (oq , 
what Side focver) nay be wari» : 
to taught, and on fuch Terms, 
that upon wbitPumifeotCm. 
ftrtailt DtSriue (bever prefcat- 
ed to Mankind, nothing nay 
be detra&ed from that Fertt» 
and G—Sufs which ought to be 
the perpetual Exerctje of ow 
Lift; left occafan be given to 
make Men more ready and bold 
to fin again : fince while Men 
attend chiefly to thofe «ut»ard 

Hdft or Remedies, they ufually 
comply not fo' entirely witb 
their proper Duties. 
' Now thefe /rw Articles be. 
ing thus declared, which, tt 
Men did embrace, would alone 
aflert a Catbolique Church ; and 
9 being like wife demonftrated 
£aw Nece&ry it is. for every 

M.aA 




Man to begin there, before be 
defend to toe whole Cttext or 
fyilk of *ny one Rcligim, which 
lie may find controverted, in di- 
vers Ages and C«*«/ri« ;i lba!!: 
now deliver the Reafons for 
which I principally embraced. 

them. * * . . \ 

Pirfk, Becaufe there is no or 

ther open and manifeft Wajr 
extant to Mankind»whercby it- 
is poffibkto eftabliOi Gift pfh 
vcrfal PrrviJe«f $t which yet,* 
his bigbefi>4ttrih"> . . . • _ 

Sec0f<IIr*Ttot Itwdjnttim;, 
can be added to them, which, 
will make, a Man rcatty «** 
vertmffrtg-Jsh** ^"orc* 
ftid #«* Articles fX T*t*p P . 
when they are ftfSciently.. ite- 
oulcated to Men* Hearts*.. 
• Tbir4lj t That lwwever; the:: 
toSrms aoNirf thc^wf tejg- 

fej< * «edl 
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deed comfortable and full of 
Ptomife to thofe who believe 
them ; yet, fince I obferved in 
general, that Men- took occafion- 
thereby to grow more bold in 
Sinning, I began to doubt whe* 
ther they did not derogate from 
the Severity of Vertue : And be* 
(ides, I found that thofe Points 
were more controverted , than 
that the Age of any one Man 
could untie and diflbive the 
Intricacies in- them. 

Fourthly, That I found all 
MyfterUt, Sacraments* *nd Re*. 
Delations, tended chiefly to the 
Eftabliftiment of thefe FtuAn. 
ticks, as beingat lead thePria- 
cipal End for the which, thofe 
Rites wereoidained. 

Fifthly, and laftlj, T\mA 
thought the Jthg fome tpi 
DeeL rptakm torn twlWtvtk 
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or thiwking fome cW Ilmgkt y 
were more ncceuary Exercife 
of my Life, than that I mould 
omit them for any Considerati- 
on whatfocver., 

Having thus therefore letkd 
thefe Five Foints, as Fnndamen* ■■ 
tal, and together demoiulra- 
ted, that we ought to give 
them the firft place in our. fie- 
Upon i I (hall come to that ■ 
Supplemental Part, called Faith, 

which Word (as I find among ... 
Anthers) is ufed in two divers 
Senfes, and thus diftinguiihed - 
Firft y As it is understood to be a 
firm Aflent given to Things < 
pad, upon the Credit and Au- 
thority of others. And, feeend* '■ 
iy, As it is taken for. a Faculty > 
of the £#«/, laying hold and fix** 
iog it fdf on Gut % s Providence * 
and $»/**£ hereafter* if we do •* 
the heft we can. Where u 
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Where we muft obierve ; i 
That as the'/rJP ^*/rt> hath ft* 
next&r moll immediate Teft;. 
money from Man, and confe. 
quently is true or falfe, as they i 
who firft affirmed it. were:- bo 
the fecond Faith is by all Chuu. 
ches held neceflary to be ufed 
as the bed means frr the uni. 
ting of our Stuls with (W,when 
true Piety and a Good Life do 
concur; infomuch as I amcoiv 
fident this latter kind of Faith 
may be found in good Men, tho 
no Trad$*io*oi former times e» 
yer come to their Knowledge: 

- Whereas the other Faith , dt 
pending chiefly on>Rtvelatim t 
Miracle i,and Profibecies, hath in 
it manv Difficulties, as I have 
fjiid before, and is not only con- 
troverted' among the ltrider 
frofelyteydt it* but in a maimer 
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rejededby thofc Nations among 
whom other Faiths have been 
taught by their Lawgiver?} for 
all tattks have been inaken, but 
tbofe only which (land upon » 
die Bafts of Common Keafon. 

Notwitbfianding all which, as 
I thought, it concerned me, a- ' 
mong thofe fevcrai and miracu- 
lous Traditions ■, (which were 
not impoflible to have been true, 
if <W (o pJeafed,) not to diftrnft 
and doubt, of all, Wherefore I 
apply ed my felf chiefly to the 
Chrifiian Faith contained in the 
Holy BiMe, aabaving in it more , 
cxaft Freeefts for the Teaching 
us a good life and repentance* 
tlyn any other £ook whatfoc- 
Kt that I could meet with: and 
bcfides I found my ft J f (through 
Gods Providence) born in the 
CkriJiiamXlmrcb, and iaftnifted 

wen* 
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even from my Infancy in the j 
Holy Detinue's drawn from 
thence. Bat as together I ob. 
icrvedmany things . taught « 
the Taid Church* which were not 
only vehemently oppofed by a 
ther Cbriftian Churches ', but alio 
repudiated in their chief pant 
among other Nations : So, [ 
found no fuch folid Fouudatm x 
to build this ray Faith upon, 
as the Authority in genertl of 
the Cbriftian Church f reviving 
according to the faying of a 
Learned Father, That tbafe thugs 
I never bad inowu. without the 
Church , / never had believei 
without it. Neither did the Cop- 
trover fies among rhem>anji. 
move me, fince being a raw j 
Lakk, I had neither Will nori 
Lcifure to engage mv4elf in the ! 
clearing of thofe • doubt* \ ttV 

(crookr 
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uples of thole varioufly t-> 
ated dilutes by Men equal- 
I* Learned, being of luch in- 
tricacy, that I law more and. 
store might be laid about them, 
ban chat I Ihould prefume to 
Jetermine any thins by the 
judgment of the beft Authors 
I could penile on either fide : 
So that For my final rtftit^tan^ 
I thought the bed grounds of 
iy Faith ought to be* taken 
om thole points which were 
ifly aliented 10 by iliCbri- 
v, and might aody confift 
with my aforementioned Five 
Article* ; But lot the Jiffmtn 
■ad co*tr*ixrjtn of. Learned 
lien, to lay them, afidtt. until 
kfaey were agreed 
ftemlelves; and » 
le-to attend • gW flfo and ; 

ia.i 
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in the quality of a Laid ot 

cmUr ?crfin y my time was „ 

ter imployed fo, than in the L 

explicable/«Mrf /« of the ScbU 

mem, To conclude, I embraced 

the/i* Catbolick Atticles\<xx\* 

Reafons above mentioned $ .firm 

whence coming to the Doilri^ 

of Faith ,. I believed ptouflj 

upon the reverend Authority o 

the Church, that which wasuifc' 

nimoufly taught by them,wi " 

out any contracUftions : < 

which I haver here fet dow 

with no intention to fcand " 

any r but only to give a w 

as well of thofc Mu w 

may be known, as of t i 

which are already believed it 

the Chrifiia^Keltgin^AMfU 

fo to induce men by thefe M 

eipks tothe JVftftoo a H 

/^, aoi bklW conawdamaji 
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dieftfelves ; (ince having joints 
ly received thefe frve Cat Mick 
flirts* there will be Ids occafi- 
od of hate and diflcntion about 
tbe reft- So that the different 
Opinions amongft them might 
be argued with Ids violence w$ 
.pajfion, the Points wherein they 
•are agreed being greaser touts 
of Love and Amity among them* 
than that they fliould be diflblv- 
cd on any Idler ocorfioa And 
certainly, unlefs the Method I 
have here propofed be effedhial 
to this purpofe, I tea no hope 
that aay good Reconciliation 
on follow among the Principal 
Setts of the Chrifiian Religion; 
fince the one affirming the Scri* 
pure to s be the file Judge of 
Controverfies, and the other fay- 
ing that the Church alone fliould 
I 1 determine them, they feem like 
perfons 
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peribns in variance, who difc. 
greeing about their Arbitrate 
or ?«&'* are houelefi that the 
bufmeft in Queftion between 
them fhould ever come toa )$ 
Tn*U and find an indifferent or 
equal Decifion. Now ujpon ail 
that hath been laid/ give me 
leave to raife thefc few Queries, 
and fo conclude. 



Queries proving the validity if 
the five Articles. 

i. Whether there be any True 
God, but he that ufeth Vniverftl 
Providence concerning the means 
of coming to him? ' 

x % Whether thefe means ap. 
pear univerfaliy otherwife, than 
in our aforefaid five Catholici 
Articles ? 

3, Whether any thing can be 

added 
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added to tljefc Five Principles, 
that may tend to make a Maiv 
more houeft, ve tenons* or a better 

Maat 
y Whether any things thtt 

tre added to thtfe Frue Prhei- 
from the DoSrine of Ai/6, 
not uncertain ift their Or/- 

5. Supposing the Originals* 
ue, Whether yet they be not 

^certain in their Explications, 

that unleft a Man read all 
*/Wj, fpeak with all Learned 

n, and know all Languages, 

1 be not impoflible to come to 
clear Solution of all Doubt*} 

6. Suppoftngall true in their 

Originals > and in their Explica- 
tions , Whether yet they be ib 
rood for the inftraSHng#M*n- 
and, that bring Pardon of Sin 
ipon fucheafie Terms, as to be- 

iieve 
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Cevc the Bufinefi is done to oor 
Hands? And, 

. 7. Whether liusDoSrinedatk 
not derogate from Vertne aoA 
Goodnefs, whilft our beft Adieu 
are represented as Imperfeft 
and Sinful, and that it is unpot 
fible to keep the ten Cogmaul 
ments, fo as God will accept oqr 
AUions, doing the beft we can? 
8. Whether fpeaking go%i 
Words, thinking good thoughts^ 
and doing gooaAflions, be not 
the jtift Exercife of a Mans Life) 
Or that without embracing of 
tile forefaid Five Principles. 1* 
Fundamentals , it be poflible to 
keep -Peace among Men, that 
God may be well ferved t 
- 9. Whether the forefaid Five 
Erwcrfies do not bed agree with 
tie Precepts given in the 7» 
Commandments ,and with the 7m 
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precepts of Sty&x C£r/#> viz. To 
hve Go J above attend our Heigh* 
lour as our felves ? As well as 
with the Words of St. Peter, 
fbat in every Nation be which 
feareth GoJ<> and worketh Right e* 
nfiiefs, is accepted of Go J ? 

10. Whether the Dottrine of 
faith can by Humane Reafon be 
fuppofed or granted to be Infal- 
lible, unlefs we are infallibly af- 
filed, that thofe who teach this 
Dcttrine do know the Secret 

ounfels of God ? • 

1 1. Whether all things in the 
} captures f (befides the Moral 
art, which agrees with our 
we Principles) fuch as Prophc- 
', Miracles, and Revelations de- 
riding on the Hiflory , may 

ot be to far examined, as to be 

tade appear by what Authority 

y arc or may be received? 

n. Whether 
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Ik Wketbtr in ftwln 

/#« any one may or ought to b< 

convinced by .me Jingle Ttfiu*. 

m, fo far as to believe thing 

contrary to, or befldes Ru[n\ 

I} . A»dl*frh.Whetber,i t 

were granted they bad Anw. 

tins, I am obliged, to accept <t 

anothers Revelatm for the 

CraW of my fiwr* r Elpeailli 

if it doth any ways oppofc thtt 

Five Article!, that are grainoa 

upon the Lm of W. 

rht u* «/ /wrf# which is W 

-,SE,-* mhMKjpiCk 

tt , Enacted by to 

AAvfrvA Supreme Beim fan 

the btitrm*i ° f *« "*** ™* 
therefore nottobedeftroyed« 
altered by every atmititn 
cbmitimat tn&itlxtflP- 

TSmA, Sobmitting this ft 
taiitwmy.tapu^"^ 
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ick)OS Reader, I ffaall conclude 
jth the Saying of Jnftiu Mar- 

ff P* *3 # *** •' ^* ****> * c * 

*/ */f thofe who lived accent* ' 
te the Rule of Rea/on, were 

%riflians> notwithftandiug that 
\bcy might have been accounted 
Atbeifts : fnch as, among the 

reeks, were Socrates, Heracli- 
f and the like ; and among the 
barians, Abraham and Aza- 
For aB thofe who lived, or 
now live, according to the Rule 
Re a f on, are Christians, and in 
affured quiet condition. Apoh. 

nt.Trypb. 
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